
Common Core State Standards and the Arts 
SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

 
DANCE 

 
General 

1. What is dance?  
2. Why do people dance? Why do you dance? 
3. What, where, when and why do people dance? 
4. Why is it important to understand……? 
 

Idea and Movement Generation/Inspiration 
 
1. Where do you find ideas for movement? 
2. How does an idea become movement?  
3. How would you transform _____ into movement? 
4. How can you use __________ to generate a movement idea? 
5. What inspires you to dance?  
6. Why did you make that choice? 
 

Kinesthetic Sensation/Mind-Body Connection/Responding to Stimuli 
 
1. Can you explain how you feel when…?  
2. How do you feel when…..? (Example: …you move slowly? …you move with a 
percussive movement quality?) 
3. How did your body feel when you were (verb or verb phrase)? 
4. When you are doing __________ movement, what are you thinking/imagining? 
5. How does the music make you feel? What do you visualize or imagine? Can you 
show me through movement? 
 

Exploration and Improvisation 
 
1. What choices did you make to solve the problem? 
2. Why did you make that choice? 
3. How many ways can you ___________________? 
 

Elements of Dance and Body Actions 
 
1. How are locomotor and non-locomotor movements similar? How are they different? 
2. Compare and contrast locomotor and non-locomotor movements. 
3. What is the importance of combining movements? In what ways do we combine 
movements? How do choreographers discover new movement combinations? 
4. How can we get from one place to another? 
5. What’s one way to get up? 
6. How does time affect the quality of a movement? 



7. How could the element/concept of  _________ be used to vary a movement or 
movement phrase? Describe an example of such a variation. 
8. What might happen if you changed the __________________ (tempo, size, 
movement quality, spatial relationship) of a movement phrase? How would this affect 
the quality of the movement? 
9. What are some strategies for making or getting into a circle without talking? 
 

Movement Manipulation/Development/Revision 
 
1. How do you vary a movement or movement phrase? 
2. How do we make our movement combinations more interesting and/or complex?  
3. What makes movement interesting to watch? To perform? 
4. What would make a movement phrase, composition or dance better, and why? 
 

Expressivity/Emotion 
 
1. How do dancers show their emotions through movement? 
2. What kinds of movement illustrate happiness, excitement, etc.? 
3. What makes movement expressive? 
 

Ensemble/Working Together 
 
1. What makes a good dance partner? 
2. Is it easier to work alone or work with another? 
3. What are strategies for working together successfully? 
 

Performance 
 
1. What was the most challenging part of the dance? 
2. What strategies did you use to recall the movement? 
3. What would have to change in order to perform a set dance in a new performance 
space? 
 

Cultural and Other Connections 
 
1. How does the world around us influence our dances? 
2. How can our neighborhood influence our dances? 
3. How can art in the classroom influence our dances? 
4. How can we connect dance with other subjects in an authentic way? 
5. How does this relate to life and other subjects in school? 
 

Individuality 
 

1. Why do people dance differently? Why do individuals have their own unique ways of 
moving? 
 



Viewing a Dance 
 
1. What did you see?  
2. What did this make you feel, imagine, visualize? 
3. What was the intent of the dance? Why do you say this? 

 
MUSIC 

 
1.  What about this (composition, octavo, listening example) makes it a primary source 
text? 
  
2.  What about this (composition, octavo) might make it a secondary source text?  
  
3.  Why does the composer alternate between various…tempos, dynamics, meters, 
instruments? 
  
4.  What period in art history does this piece remind you of?  What connections can you 
find between this composition and this piece of visual art? 
  
5.  What sections (A,B,C, etc.) are repeated?  Why does the composer repeat a 
section? 
  
6.  What sections are not repeated?  Why doesn’t the composer use this material more 
than once?  
  
7.  Could this piece be transcribed for another ensemble?  Say, string orchestra, 
marimba ensemble, rock band?   Would it sound right? 
  
8.  How is improvisation different from reading a score?  What are the first steps in 
improvisation?  Improvise on this barred instrument using two notes, three, five, etc.   
  
9.  Given a theme and variations for the form, how did the composer vary the theme? 
Was the composer successful? 
  
10.  Will they still be playing this music 10, 15, 30 or 100 years from now? 
Why or why not? 
  
11.  Is there something here that sounds dated?   
  
12.  What constitutes good (quality) music?  What constitutes bad (lesser quality) 
music? 

 
 
 

THEATRE 



 
IMPROVISATION 

 
1. What are the differences and similarities between improvisation and scripted 

theatre? 
2. How do you apply improvisation to your everyday life? 
3. Why do some actors prefer improvisational acting while others prefer scripted 

acting? 
4. Do you think that people use improvisation in movies or on television? Why or 

why not? Can you give examples? 
5. Where do you think are the most likely places that improvisation would be 

performed? 
6. When you played the A/B improvisation, for which character did you have the 

most ideas and why? 
7. When you played the A/B improvisation, did you feel like your partner was 

actively listening to your arguments? If so, how could you tell? If not, how could 
you tell? 

8. Are you a good listener? Why or why not? 
9. How could you apply improvisational skills to history/social sciences, math, 

science, and language arts? 
10. Which art forms other than theatre allow you the opportunity to improvise? 

Explain. 
11. How would you feel if your partner wasn’t listening to you? 
12. How effective are you at doing improvisation? 
13. What was the main idea of the improvisation? 

 
WALKABOUT 

 
1. What did you focus on during the walkabout? 
2. How were you able to use your imagination to make the activity seem real? 
3. Describe the walkabout scene using details. 
4. Do you believe each situation as you are participating? 

 
GIBBERISH 

 
1. How is it possible for you to communicate even though the words are not 

recognizable? 
2. How were you able to understand your partner? 
3. How did you know if your partner understood you? 
4. Do you think communicating with gibberish is a good or a bad thing? 
5. Can you apply the use of gibberish to any of your real life experiences? 

 
MACHINE 

 
1. How did your part of the machine relate to the other parts? 
2. How did you decide on your movement and sound? 



3. Compare your machine to another that you observed. 
4. What would happen if one part of the machine wasn’t working with the rest? 

 
TABLEAU 

 
1. Why do we use tableau as a performance strategy? 
2. Have you had opportunities to see tableaux in your environment? Where? 
3. In what ways did you contribute to the creation of the tableau? 
4. What types of support did you get from the other performers? 
5. What do you think makes an effective tableau? Describe using detailed 

examples. 
6. Write or tell the story represented by a tableau you observed. 
7. What do you think about telling a story using only tableaux? 
8. What questions would you ask of a member of the tableau? 
9. What do you think could have happened next after the tableau presented? 

 
STORY DRAMATIZATION 

 
1. Which part of the story is most exciting (the climax)? What makes it exciting? Be 

specific. 
2. Which character would you most like to play? What is it about that character that 

you find compelling? 
3. How did you use your five senses to create the setting? Describe what you saw 

your classmates do to make the setting believable. 
4. What mood does the story set? What elements contribute to the mood? 
5. In what ways did you change yourself to portray a character in the story? What 

ways did you observe your classmates using to portray characters? 
6. What were some of the motives behind the main character’s actions? 
7. What was the turning point in the story? 
8. Who was the key character in the story? 

 
 

PANTOMIME 
 

1. What steps did you create to make your object appear real? Ex. Removed from 
pocket, stretched, blew air into, tied end into a knot = balloon 

2. Describe one of your pantomimed objects in detail. After creating the description, 
would you perform the pantomime differently? Why or why not? 

3. How can pantomime skills help you in life? 
4. When you watch someone doing mime, how do you know what he/she is 

thinking? 
5. Compare a mime story to a written story. What are the similarities? What are the 

differences? 
6. What are some of the problems with making pantomime clear and 

understandable? 
 



VISUAL ARTS 
 

Art 
1. What is Art? 
2. What types of art are there? 
3. Where can you see art? 
4. What can artwork be about? 
5. How can art be made? 

Art Critique (2-D Art) 
 

1. Describe the artwork. 
2. What images do you see? 
3. What technique or techniques did the artist use? 
4. What is the theme of the artwork? 
5. Interpret: What message is the piece of art communicating?   
6. What do you think of this artwork?   

 
Painting (production) 

 
1. What techniques can you use for painting? 
2. Why did you choose the materials you used? 
3. What colors were used? Why? 
4. What is your painting about? 
5. If you could improve on your painting, what area would you improve on? 

 
 

Ceramics 
 

1. What are the similarities and differences between ceramics and sculpture or 
painting? 

2. What can be made with clay in ceramics? 
3. What tools do you think were used in this piece? 
4. What are the differences between a hand built object and a wheel thrown object? 
5. What makes a ceramic piece of art functional? 
6. What makes a ceramic piece of art non-functional? 
7. Where can you see a ceramic piece of art? 

 
Ceramics (production) 

 
1. How did you plan to build your artwork? 
2. What techniques are you going to use? Why did you choose them? 
3. Did a particular artist inspire certain decisions about your artwork? If yes, 

describe the influences. 
4. What idea do you wish to convey through your artwork? 

 
 


